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Impetus for VSA

• Demonstrate accountability and 
stewardship to public 

• Measure educational outcomes to identify  
effective educational practices 

• Assemble information that is accessible, 
understandable, and comparable
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Commission on Future 
of Higher Education

“Lack of useful data and 
accountability hinder policymakers 

and the public from making 
informed decisions and prevents 

higher education from 
demonstrating its contribution to 

the public good.”
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Development of VSA

Higher Education Community

1 Foundation
2 Associations

20 Meetings
82 Committee Members

110 Monitors



University of Wisconsin System

UW System Involvement

• Task force leadership
• Work group participation
• All UW System campuses will participate 

as early adopters
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Audience

• Students and families
• Public 
• Policymakers, legislators
• Accreditors, institution and state boards
• Campus faculty and staff
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College Portrait

• 5-page web reporting template
• Standard, comparable format
• Data elements based on focus groups, 

higher education community, research
• Most elements compiled from currently 

available data sources 
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College Portrait

• Student and Family Information
• Student Experiences and Perceptions
• Student Learning Outcomes 
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Related UW System Efforts

• Achieving Excellence/Accountability 
Report

• Know How 2 Go
• LEAP; Liberal Arts & America’s Promise
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Next Steps

• National project will be formally launched 
in December

• Continuing work on the template to refine 
reporting and assessment tools

• Development of each campus-based 
College Portrait is underway

• Live on campus websites this spring
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